CHAPTER V CALVING TIME AND BREEDING TROUBLES
THE impending arrival of a calf in any well-conducted herd is always a matter of concern. Fortunately, most calves are born normally and require little, if any, assistance in bringing them into the world. Sometimes the birth of a calf is delayed for various reasons. Neighbors are frequently called in consultation to decide on what should be done. It may be that the passage of the calf is only half accomplished and help is needed to complete the birth. If assistance is necessary it should be efficient. Stout ropes are often tied to the half-born calf and an attempt made to remove it forcibly. A team of horses or a wire fence stretcher have been used for this purpose.
Calves often fail to pass out naturally because of some unusual position in the birth canal. If this faulty position is not corrected, no traction will pull the calf out. The calf may have become twisted, its head may be turned backward or its legs may be crossed or bent in such a manner as to prevent regular calving. Unless the calf is straightened out and placed in the normal position of head and feet forward, pulling will only serve to aggravate the trouble. If this is not done, the birth will usually end in death to the calf and perhaps the mother.
After calving is over, another normal and natural act usually takes place without hindrance. This is the passage of the membranes that covered and nourished the calf during its stay inside the mother. These membranes are called afterbirth or placenta. When these membranes are not expelled within twenty-four to thirty-six hours after
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